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Dr. Terrance Scott (0:13):
Id-Deen is in the building! Thanks so much for joining us. This is the Getting to the Core Podcast. I’'m Dr. Terrance Scott, and
my colleagues are here—Marvin Franklin, Vonetta Clark-Tooles, and Nekeya Irby.

We are joined by Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen, Associate Professor of Mathematics Education in the Bagwell College of Education at
Kennesaw State University. She earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff—HBCU in the
house—her master’s from lowa State University, and her doctorate in Curriculum, Instruction, and Teacher Education from
Michigan State University.

Nekeya Irby (0:50):
Go Green!

Dr. Terrance Scott (0:50):
Her work focuses on mathematics education and urban education. She has written extensively on historically marginalized
students’ experiences in math classrooms and how educators can better hear and respond to students’ voices.

She studies social justice pedagogies and culturally responsive practices that affirm math identities and cultivate belonging. She’s
also deeply engaged in work supporting Black girls’ schooling experiences and collaborates with schools and districts to
implement culturally relevant and anti-racist math instruction.

Without further ado, please welcome Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen.

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (2:07):
Thank you! And just a small correction—I am an Associate Professor, going up for full in the fall!

Vonetta Clark-Tooles (2:23):
We’re speaking that into existence—come on, full professorship!

We connected with you through the Tri-County Culturally Relevant Mathematics Symposium. Tell us about your “becoming”
story—how did you become an educator, and how did you connect with that powerful group of educators?

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (2:59):
I was that child—teaching my dolls, making my siblings sit down, using my little chalkboard. Shoutout to my grandma—we had
school at home!

As I moved through my own education, I had some amazing math teachers—and some not-so-great ones. Those experiences
shaped me. I wanted to change what math teaching looked like.

Later, professors affirmed that I was in the right space, and that mattered.



My connection to that group came through a session I led for parents about engaging their children in math conversations. One of
the leaders followed up with me—and that connection turned into something powerful.

That group has created such a beautiful space—full of energy, joy, and purpose. Even when I’'m presenting, I’'m learning. 'm
always honored to be part of it.

Dr. Terrance Scott (5:38):
Shoutout to BMEA. My son attends their summer camps—1I’ve been a longtime supporter.

Marvin Franklin (5:58):
Their impact is real. They’re deeply connected to both math and the community.

Nekeya Irby (7:15):
We’d love to dig into your thinking. If you could redefine what math education looks like, what core values would shape
success?

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (7:53):
The first thing is math identity—for students, teachers, and parents. How do you see yourself as a math learner? What
experiences shaped that?

Second is belonging—not just a warm feeling, but how students are seen, valued, and given access.

Third is relevance. When students ask, “Why are we learning this?”—we should lean into that, not dismiss it.
Fourth is mathematical inquiry—encouraging students to ask questions, explore, and reason.

And finally, number sense—understanding relationships between numbers.

These ideas should be threaded across K—16 learning, and we must also equip parents to engage in these conversations.

Nekeya Irby (10:55):
That identity piece is powerful. What responses do you get from teachers when you introduce these ideas?

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (12:41):
I start by getting to know them. When you begin with identity and experience, there’s very little resistance.

I ask: What math experiences brought you joy? Which ones didn’t?
From there, we build on strengths. Even negative experiences can be powerful learning tools.

Now, when I bring in equity and anti-racist work, there can be resistance—but identity gives us a strong foundation to start.

Nekeya Irby (14:41):
That connects to inquiry and ownership. In STEM, we need students to see themselves in the work.

How do you see the future of math education evolving?

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (15:56):
Al is a big part of that conversation. But we don’t have all the answers yet.



What we can do is focus on curiosity, questioning, and critical thinking. Students must become critical consumers of
information.

Just because something is generated—or looks official—doesn’t mean it’s correct.

We need to teach students to ask:
Where did this come from? Who created it? What’s the context?

Dr. Terrance Scott (18:53):
And students need to see themselves in this work—through real examples and representation.

Marvin Franklin (21:05):
We also have to change how we ask questions. If Al can answer it easily, maybe we’re asking the wrong questions.

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (22:28):
Exactly. We need better questions—and we need to be okay not knowing everything.

That vulnerability is hard, but it’s necessary.

Nekeya Irby (25:57):
Can you share a breakthrough moment with a teacher in training?

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (25:57):
Yes—shifting how they view student mistakes.

Instead of focusing on errors, we look for brilliance in student thinking.

Mistakes become learning opportunities—not something to hide, but something to explore together.

Nekeya Irby (27:53):
That creates a space where students feel safe to share their thinking.

Marvin Franklin (28:41):
That’s the kind of classroom kids want to be in.

Dr. Terrance Scott (29:14):
We have to get past ego. Students are brilliant—we need to nurture that.

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (29:45):
Many teachers default to lecture because they lack confidence in math.

But if you’re not a learner, you can’t be an effective teacher.

It’s okay for students to bring strategies you didn’t anticipate.

Nekeya Irby (31:24):
That’s where the joy comes from—exploration and discovery.



Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (33:05):
We also need to expand what counts as math.

Math isn’t just equations—it’s decision-making, organizing, comparing, reasoning.
When you’re deciding which gas station to use—that’s math. When planning a trip—that’s math.

We need to bring those experiences into the classroom.

Nekeya Irby (36:16):
Exactly. That’s mathematical thinking in real life.

Vonetta Clark-Tooles (37:39):
Financial literacy should have always been required. It’s one of the most relevant applications of math.

Marvin Franklin (40:00):
We also have to help adults recognize math in everyday life—like cooking or budgeting.

Dr. Terrance Scott (42:32):
And we must center humanity. If students don’t feel cared for, they won’t engage.

Dr. Lateefah Id-Deen (43:51):
Absolutely. Relationships matter.

Students don’t ask for much—just to be seen, heard, and supported.

I always tell my students:
Even if you don’t love math, I don’t want it to be the reason you don’t pursue your dreams.

Dr. Terrance Scott (45:30):
Such a powerful conversation. Thank you for sharing your wisdom.

Closing (46:00):
This is the Getting to the Core Podcast with Dr. Terrance Scott, Marvin Franklin, Vonetta Clark-Tooles, and Nekeya Irby.
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