Mendeleev Trends Activity:
Directions:

1. Produce 20 - 8.5 x 11 laminated sheets containing the information in the template below. 

2. Pass out one card to each of 20 students at the beginning of class and have them organize them in some way that shows periodicity.  Ask about patterns, trends, periodicity, predictability (what are the properties of the 3rd and 15th cards?).  What trends do you see when the cards are organized in a periodic way?  Are there any “blips” in the trends?  Is this unusual or to be expected?

3. Make the connection that Mendeleev had to organize his original Periodic Table in a similar way based upon existing physical and chemical data of the known elements and he was able to see a periodic pattern…thus, the periodic table. 
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* I hang a large sheet of white art paper on the wall and spray it with spray adhesive.  The laminated cards adhere nicely but can be removed and reorganized again and again.
Reference: unknown
