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	Beliefs
	Actions

	The most valuable use of assessment is as a learning tool.


	· Embedded assessment is the major focus.

· Assessment data is used to identify gaps in content understanding for both students and teachers.



	Students need to take responsibility for their own learning through active investigation and reflection.
	· The classroom is set up to be collaborative rather than competitive.
· Students have time to reflect on their learning through class interaction and writing-to-learn activities.

· Students are willing to make their thinking public, knowing that exposing incorrect ideas can be an important step in getting to right ideas.

· Students self-assess rather than self-evaluate; they recognize gaps in their understanding and ask questions.



	Embedded assessment needs to reflect student thinking and how it changes and develops.
	· Students write initial thinking in their notebooks without teacher intervention.
· Students may add additional information after feedback, class discussion, or further activities.



	Students need immediate and effective feedback to improve learning.
	· Teachers work to have thorough understanding of the content, including reading Background and Teaching Children About… or other resources as necessary.

· Teachers look at notebooks after every lesson, reflect on learning and instruction, and determine next-steps.

· Teachers provide feedback as soon as possible.

· Feedback is based on data and provides information for improved understanding.




