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Press Release
 
Contact: 
Cheryl Patterson, Director of Program Outreach
734.287.8696 ext. 23 

313.778.4449
cherylpatterson@exchangecity.org
 
For immediate release

State Board of Education President visits Organization Transforming Education through Experiential Learning 

 
October 22, 2007 (Taylor, Michigan) - State Board of Education President, Kathleen N. Straus will visit an educational organization called Exchange City and EarthWorks for one of their monthly Educational Open Houses on Tuesday, October 30, 2007 at 11:00 am.  Straus is a very strong advocate for Michigan schools.  In a press release titled More Michigan Schools Making Adequate Yearly Progress, dated August 31, 2007, Straus said, “We are seeing the hard work by these schools, their teachers, parents and students paying off.  Everyone wants better schools and we are helping those struggling schools develop their own strategies to pull themselves up.”  

While Straus is visiting Exchange City and EarthWorks she will get a wonderful opportunity to observe and talk with seventy-four 5th grade students from Hiawatha Elementary School.  Hiawatha Elementary School is part of the Okemos Public School District in Lansing, Michigan.  Hiawatha students will run Exchange City which is nestled in a 22,000 square foot state of the art hands-on learning facility located in Taylor Michigan.  Students are joined and guided by their teachers and parent volunteers who are trained by the Executive Director of Exchange City and EarthWorks, Stacey Mehler.  Mehler is a former school teacher from Oakland County.  Mehler left the traditional classroom to do this because she had the opportunity to impact, at full capacity, 30,000 students a year.  She has never regretted it.  Mehler says, “there is no child that does not benefit from this program, no matter what type of learner they are.”  

The Hiawatha 5th graders have studied the powerful integrated economic hands-on curriculum for six weeks in their classroom.  They are finally ready to be transformed into owners/operators of a multitude of businesses within our democratic government framework.  In the classroom, students have: 
· elected a mayor and a judge   

· applied and interviewed for over sixty careers such as, vice president of the credit union and editor of the Exchange City newspaper 
· completed their loan or grant applications to start their businesses 

· developed marketing strategies; such as radio, newspaper and web page advertisements which include innovative sign designs
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Exchange City is a hands-on classroom curriculum which applies and integrates math, language arts, social studies, civics, economics and technology.  Students experience a full-day simulation visit to the site where they “bring learning and living together.”   Students are transformed into owners and operators of a multitude of businesses within a democratic government framework.  They elect a mayor and judge and run their very own town. Students operate businesses, apply for loans, create products and sell them, receive paychecks and work to pay off their loans.
EarthWorks is a hands-on classroom curriculum which applies and integrates science, math, language arts and technology.  Students then spend one day at the site running 4 ecosystems.  They are transformed into scientists exploring caves, lakes, grasslands and forest “habitats.”  This dramatic simulated outdoor environment challenges the young scientists to work together to conduct exciting experiments, investigate live plants and animals, use state-of-the-art technologies and restore EarthWorks ecosystems to life-sustaining levels as they face unanticipated natural events.
Exchange City and EarthWorks opened their doors in January 2004 and is the only hands-on educational program of its kind in the metropolitan Detroit-area.  Their integrated science and economic curriculum is an Immersive Learning model based on five key principals postulated by Joseph Pine, professor of economics at Harvard University.  Learning experiences must:
(  be memorable







(  unfold over a period of time
(  be inherently personal and individualized




(  be interactive
The achievement outcomes of the curriculum were conducted by a national research team directed by Dr. Tanya Whitehead of University of Missouri in Kansas City on students here in Taylor, Michigan.  The study identified significant learning gains in a list of integrated science and economic concepts after students participation in our experiential (immersive learning) programs.  The concepts taught in our hands-on curriculum are in direct alignment with the Michigan Curriculum Framework in science, social studies, math and language arts.  Mehler trains teachers to identify and comprehend those connections giving them tools to support and enhance their teaching strategies in several difficult subject areas.
The career connections provided expose students to over sixty careers in Exchange City and twenty-five science careers in EarthWorks.  Mehler knows that this is a critical time for students in these age groups, as they begin to focus on a direction for their future.  The Michigan Career and Employability Benchmarks are easily integrated into existing curriculum areas.
If your business is not a sponsor of a school/classroom or if your school district is not participating in this powerful and exciting educational program, you need to call us at 734.287.8696 NOW!  Partner with us as we increase academic achievement in difficult subject areas like science and economics.  Together, we can “transform education through experiential learning.”  For additional information please visit our web sites at www.exchangecity.org and www.experiencia-world.com.
I hear … I forget,

    I see … I remember,

  I do … I understand.  A Chinese Proverb
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