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Naming Organic Compounds Exercise
Organic chemistry, the chemistry of carbon based compounds, constitutes the vast majority of chemical research and employment in today’s economy.  For this reason it is prudent that the student of chemistry has some understanding of what this branch of science is all about.  Fundamental to understand of any subject is the meaning of the terms used.  Traditionally, organic compounds were named in the context that they were first discovered.  It has become evident that this approach will lead to a complete breakdown in understanding among scientists, so the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) developed a set of rules that would allow for the understanding of the exact compound described by any given name.  Although common names are still used among many scientists, it is advised to use the IUPAC name to insure true transparency in chemical communication.
If one is to name an organic compound they must be able to follow the IUPAC rules, and if one is to understand the compound named they must be able to interpret these rules to obtain the structural formula.  This is the objective of this exercise.

To accomplish this objective you will follow the directions listed at http://www.cem.msu.edu/~reusch/VirtualText/nomen1.htm .
This is a personal recognizance assignment, that is it is assumed that you will put in the appropriate amount of time to insure that you are capable of meeting the above objective.  Let it be known, this will take more than one class period.  As this assignment is posted on the internet, you can practice anyplace an internet computer is available.  Don’t misunderstand, you may be quizzed on this material, and at a given point you will be expected to understand organic nomenclature.  So, practice until you are proficient!

Teacher Companion Notes for Naming Organic Compound
High School Content Expectations: C5.8A: Draw structural formulas for up to ten carbon chains of simple hydrocarbons. (Note: this is a MME objective).
The resources needed for this exercise are internet computers for the students.  Students are strongly advised to bring something to write with and on, as they are going to want to take notes and practice.
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